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YOUNC ADULTS IN PATTERNS Cr INTERGEMERATIONAL ,MCCHANCE:

THE EFFECTS OF PARENTAL DIVORCE

There is general agreement that families today can be described

as "modified extended families" (Litwak, 1965). This term illustrates

the fact that although family units are housed independently, they

still remain connected and Provide important support in times of need.

We finl high levels of interdependence among adults in modern

families, with the central connection being that of the parent-child

lin4 (Shanls, 1979) .

ExaAning larent su000rt patterns over the life-course, we

see variation in who plays the predolinant "provider" and "receiver"

roles. Prevailing patterns of parent-child exchange are certainly

govrnel by social timetables. In early childhood, parents are

exPected to he the predominant Providers for their children. And,

because 1r±lhers of our society subscribe to the norm of reci'orocity

(Goul:lnor, 1960) , we anticipate that at some point later in life the

flow of stmort between oarents and children will gradually change.

:;uch ch.lnles in surr,ort oatterns arcs frequently observed in the

ale and later years as they beiin to assume the role

ur cir:?...iy2r for their parents (Firoiy, 1984). Ilenkner (1959) uses

"rilial maturity" to in-licate that adult children ar:.)

nr-,1 to re-7inrocate earlier sunlort fron their narnts anl accent

1.il 1-,1,n) fron
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Howevor, earlier in children's adult years, parent-child roles.

4eem-tess-clear,-.It is-likely tbat when offS?ring teach adul.thOodi-
. . .

-Ythore is a ronogotiation of exchange relationShipS. Parents and

-child'en are reassessing the flow of assistance on various dimensions

of exchange in their relationship and testing new limits with regard

o what they may request and expect from one another (Turner, 1973) .

The nature of the young adult world generally ensures that

renogiation will be a gradual process. Typically offspring are eased

into roles or greater independence and responsibility for themselves.

For examole, we may see young adults gaining some independence by

living away from their parents' home, yet the parents may still

provide a large share of their financial resources. Such assistance

fr)1 parents has 'peen documented even after adult children marry

(Adams, 1961; Tall & Associates, 1970). Troll (1971) suggests that as

long an Parents have the available resources, they will continue to

serve !)rilarily as providers rather than recipients of support from

their children. Therefore, children can expect to ?lay a minimal role

in nuor)ortini their oarents until the parents reach old age. At that

tine, )arnts' su2nly of resources may decrease, and their needy,

nlrticularly f -r s-rvices and emotional sunoort, may increase.

Th-,re are unexoectel transitions, however, which may confront

-,1r.,:nts Ali chillren, ani unsot the nor'rtal litimeschalules" in their

')iv.)rce iq one such transition, because it ienerally

iv11--; a irat lel] of financial strain ant emotional stress.

'7.1-ri.f.)tm it li%olv to be one 2xlerionce which alters inflviluals'

1;;iqt Th; lanor .11,1r,2sses ha' narentll

BEST COPY AVAILABLE.

4



7,,,,:. ,7

tvorc,9 affeCts patterns of,exchange for young adults. A divorce in

e pa rents' millle years may load parents to call on their children

help. Vor,young adults, sudden requests for help from parents may

disrupt the gradual nature of the renogiation process discussed above.

Parents' noel for support may require accelerated reversal of earlier

exchange Patterns. Such requests for early filial maturity may create

ruW.els for young adults because they are called upon to provide

su,)port for Parents well before the time in their lives when such

re,wonsibilities are expected.

Evidence from a stuly of coulles divorcing in mid-life, (Hagestad

& Smyer, 19:12; 4agestad, Srnyer & Stierman, 1984) suggests that parents

do in fact turn to their adult children for help luring the divorce

process. In fact, several respondents in that study expressed concern

that their own needs for help might interfere with their children's

ability to progress with their own adult lives. This was particularly

the cale for mothers.

The central Purpose of this paper is to explore the nature of

p)st-ivorce support patterns, focusing specifically on how

interlenerational exchanges change and what types of support are nost

to clan j-a. Both Parent-child an grandparent-Iranfichild

rc.,11tions are consiJered. In addition, the cloner of the young adult

will oe issssei as a factor which shines sqnlort Patterns followinl

livDr-e. hive been called the "kin-keeoers" of fanilies. They

')117 th7) role of fanily leiator Ciagestad et al. , 1q84)

11! ire c:?ntril in naintlinim; ti ?s 'Iatween c2norations (Alai'., 1968),

.;t12.1i-s hivo r.woalci that 11t.r3htr5 arc the major 3ourc2 or
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, ha l.n for their older parents (nrody, 1984; Lopata 1973; Treas 1977;

4 roll, 19g2). It may be that gender Is alSo an mportant influence on.
..

i

__-young adults' responsiveness to lagents' needs for support following

divorce.

In sunnary, the work presented here addresses two questions:

First, how does divorce alter patterns of family exchange for young

aJ..lts? Second, are there gender differences in such changes?

TnE STUDY

SUBJECTS

The oarticioants for this exploratory study of parental divorce

in young adulthood were solicited from undergraduate classes at a

largo state university. Twenty-one women and eighteen men, all

between the ages of 13 and 23, volunteered to complete the study

uestionnaire and participate in a follow-up interview. All of these

stul-,mts had experience-I the divorce of their parents three years or

loss -3rior to the study.

An 3arli3r report from this project discussed how many of these

stu3ents exleriencel significant disruntions as a result of the

-livorce (Coon2y, nock, Slyer & qalestal, 1984) . This naner focuses

on oily 32 (14 men an 1( women) of the orinal 39 nartici2ants.

Tv?so ntude!its resnonled to a follow-uo mailel questionnaire which

ibaut. :11ttc!rnn of finily nunlort.

to t'i follow-w) luer;tionnaire, the stuients wc?re aske] to rlte

-71.:1.-; in th-, 1-loult of 111.-)-)rt t).7?y both livo an! rc-;.rivo fro-,
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T,,-larents, siblings Ind grandparents. The types of support identified

adapted from Hill- and associates' (1973) study of

three-generation families. Questions focused on financial sunport,

emotional support and provision of goods or services. Respondents

separately rated changes in the receipt and provision of the above

types of support, with particular family members, as having:

1 - decreased a great deal since the divorce.

2 - decreased somewhat since the divorce.

3 - not changed since the divorce.

4 - increased somewhat since the divorce.

5 - increased a great deal since the divorce.

It is important to keep in mind that scores represented type and

degree of perceived change in each support area with each family

enber. They did not represent absolute levels of supportive

!lohavior.

RFSUI,TS

xchnnIn 9n1ations With Parents

The discussion of results will he guided by the two questions

rlisol a':)ove: Are nattc?rns of exchange between Darents and you: l

11,0t oEfsnrin:1 ltorei following Divorce? And, are there ,lifferences

:):,twoo sons all laughtrs in these post-divorce natterns?

cltsiificition schene was devised to categoriz,..! individuals

pit riir! to clinjes in both receipt an i nrovision of sun-)ort with

,UPY AVAILABLE
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acn Parent. Responlents could have experienced one f the following

divorce:

increased.

,q_.11449.c...i.O-p,uppOz,:..tiWl_tti,.,...oa.gtv.:17arent.,:..19,7 .;t :t110

- intensification - Both receipt and provision of support

- decreased Involvement - Both receipt and provision of

swvort decreased.

- Unreciorocated Provision of Support - Provision of

support for ::ho parent increased while there was no change or a

decrease in receipt of support.

- Unreciprocated Receint of Support - Receipt of support

from the parent increased while there was no change or a decrease in

Provision of suplort.

Those experiencing no changes in either receipt or provision of

su23ort were nut in the "No Changan category. The classification

schale was collapsed across types of support, so that categories

represented patterns of exchange in general, rather than for specific

Jolains.

Tab1,3 Ong -A sha4s how sons and daughters saw exchange patterns

wit) their mothers change following the divorce. Conparable lata for

youil alults and th:?ir fathers are presentel in Table One-B.

Examination of both tables shows that the majority of sons and

!iu,.Ater'; 0..<perinc(id altered oatteras of exchange with their parents

Thpr were only three cases where no chanle in

)atterns with one of thr? parents was rwlortoi. For these two

11:y;nt,r!; ani one son exchange wal atteroi with the other naront,

8
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however. Therefore, none of the respondents escaped altered exchange

---9attlrns with their Parents followin, diYqrqop.

Emotional support was the Mott frequently mentioned type of

sm,)port that both sons and daughters increasingly provided for their

mothers and fathers. This finding was expected since young adult

students probably have limited material resources (e.g. goods and

moricy) to share. And, because most of them eye living away from their

parents nine months of the year, they are probably unable to provide

sorvieos on a regular basis. Different types of support were

increasingly received from parents by sons and daughters, however.

The greatest percentage of daughters received increases in services

from their nothers and emotional support from their fathers. Sons, on

tle other hand, were most likely to renort increases in emotional

sur3ort from their mothers and financial support from their fathers.

The greater likelthood of cross-gender increases in emotional support

may stflgest that ore-divorce levels of emotional support between

sa7le-sex ,,:wont aal chili were already high, leaving little room for

ilorovent. T'ae fact that mothers increased provision of services

fith?rs orlvision of money may reflect differences in the types of

rosoirces th, two narents have 'greatest access to following divorce

(Hage-;t ii, Slyer. & Stierman, 1984).

iijority of alterations in exchange relationshios were tlwarl

lr to exchange '.-)onAs for sons and daughters. tlot

;,):11 in! lift0t,?rs, however, were lore likely to reoort

int,-,1-;ific-ition in o;:chanlo with their 'not'Iors than their fathers. In

-)n.r1,3t, involvenr,it wls lore likely to occur with fathers

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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1! .-Ithan mothers. This difference, however, was totally accounted for by

a4-M

-

.d4ughters. One son reported decreased involvement with his mother and 7-

one with his father. No daughters reported decreased involvement with

their mothers, while five daughters did so in the relationship with

their fathers.

In six cases, exchange relations were altered in the direction of

the children increasing their provision of support more than they

exl)erienced increased receipt of support from a parent. There were

few gender differences

su3port, as three sons

in this type of unreciprocated provision of

and three daughters experienced this type of

altered exchange following divorce. It is important to point out that

all but one of the cases of unreciprocated provision of support by the

youn;j adults were experienced in relation to their mothers. The

exceotion involved a young woman who experienced an unreciprocated

increased in supnort for o,th her parents. This finding, along with

the' tcmloncy for intensification to occur more with mothers than

fathers, may suggest that mothers are in greater need of support than

foth:?rs following ivorce. Alternatively, these findings may suigest

teat lt)ers are more effective anh /or willing than fathers to seek

froi rainy r,lbers. Previous work by Hagestal, Smyer ani

3tirill (19a4) founh that midlle-ajn .livorcini nen were less li%ely

-,p)le?n to re)ort callinfl on fa-lilv ne-1.)ers for heln lurill the

iv:)rc)

lino cages of ex-h1.1... relationq where alult

il-r1;! rocoi.,t of luloort frol a oarolt without increasin their

)C 1J)oprt for tllt .)1ront. :< of tIo3c c;t;es

10 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



--_:, sons. The trend for sons to experience unreciprocated receipt of

,,-...sunnort from a parent was particularly strong in relation to their

Fathers. Four of the six eas.es of unreciprocated receipt of support

"Dr sons were from their fathers only, and two cases were from both

the mother and father. For the daughters, two of the three cases of

unreciprocated re-eipt of support were from their mothers and one was

from a fathar. Here again, it appears that fathers may have more

available rqsources than mothers, as they were more likely to provide

unreciprocated support for their children, particularly in the form of

money and goods.

In sunlary, both sons and daughters were subject to new oatterns

of exchange of su000rt with at least one parent following divorce.

Generally, their exchange relationships intensified, as both parents

and children increased the assistance they nrovided one another.

Intansification of exchange relations occurred more often for mothers

than fathers. The deterioration of exchange bonds occurred less

freln,-htly, with the majority of such cases involving fathers and

A.1aihter5. Thon unreciorocate'3 increases in sunport for narents

occurrl, it waa lore likely to be in provision of sulnort for

not'aor3, for loth sons and daughte.rs, anl in receint of sunnort from

fathc,rs, ?articularly for sons.

Th,, interaction of the two exchange or tterns that resulted with

ftithrs follo,vinl divorce, lroviles a lore colnlete

)ictur . of these yo.,1n:j a lul ts' :cost-livoree exn.?riences. All five of

!clot_or:; anA tho one son who decrelsel involve;ient with Cl?ir

f 0 ir;, int-nsified relations wit') their lathers. Similirly, the ono

11
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son who decreased involvement with his mother intensified the exchange

Ale-oracticed with hiq father. ThiS finding suggests that loss of

strong ties with one parent may have resulted in some type of

coolpensatory intensification with the other parent. Or, extreme

intensification of bonds with one parent may have led to the

dissolution of exchange relations with the other parent. In either

caf.;o, none of these young adults experienced total loss of involvement

with both of their parents following divorce.

Inten:Afication of exchange relationships with both parents was

more likely to occur for sons than for daughters. It appears that

laughters discriminated more than sons between their mothers and

fathers in their post- divorce relations. A report of intensification

with one parent was more likely for sons than daughters to indicate

intensification with the other narent as well. Over half of reports

of intensification by sons involved intensification with both parents.

For daughters, only one-third of renorts of intensification were

raillrAin intensification with both parents.

f\r1 numher of sons and daughters intensified exchange

relations with one parent, while increasing unraci2rocated orovision

of sw»ort for the other narent (in all cases the mother). 'lore sons

thin :lanlitorn iltensifiol exchange relations with one ?arerit Wine

incr ultci)rocntesi reci')t of stmoort froi the other parent.

Lwu n i troll for both :Ions and lawihters to receive

incra3es in su-P)ort fron the :)arcflit of the lame

:an llrticularly strong for son:;. Overall, it appears that

n)t r ior li%ely than flth3rn to be the t:irm2t of -rnst-livorce

12 BEST COPY AVNILAkit.i.
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4,3n9-..1 in exchange relations

----
for both sons and daughters. While most

f this exchange was-reciprocal, any _imbalauces_wer_e toward. _

-unrocOrocated receipt of support by the mothers. Fathers were more

Likely to be the providers of unreciprocated support for their

chillren.

..,-,

gxchan9o,9elations With Grandnarents

Ten of the 16 men in the sample, and 14 of the 16 women had at

lea3t ono surviving paternal grandparent. Comparably, 11 of the 16

on and 14 of the 16 women had a living maternal grandparent. These

sulilroups of men and women with surviving grandparents were included

in the following analyses. The same classification scheme that was

used with the Parent data was empla. i for data on grandparents.

Tables Two-T and Two -1 present percentage breakdowns for each type of

alteroi exr:hanie for paternal and maternal grandparents, respectively.

Because the same grandsons and granddaughters are not necessarily

reeresented in each table, the interaction of patterns between the two

the family are not addressed here.

rIrinliaughters were lore likely than grandsons to alter exchange

relations with their grandparents following divorce. However, this

difference is almost totally accounted for by the patterns that

eier' ;el with their 7-laternal grandparents. While 50 percent of

qrinls-)ns an] 51 nercent of granidauqhters exnerienced change in

rlations with paternal firarHparents, 55 percent of grandsons

an-1 75 -lorcent oE qranlaulhters reported altered exchange relations

tioir graniparents. This liffer2nce in the latter two

13 kiESi COPY AVAILABLE
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fi=jar's in illustrated in the intensification column of the table

tour, Where over 50 percent more granddaughters than grandspris,;,;_,

intonsiried relations with their maternal grandparents.

Similar to results obtained with the parents, granddaughters were

more likely than grandsons to differentiate between maternal and

naternal grandparents in post-divorce exchange relations. Comparing

tables for maternal and aternal grandparents, somewhat similar

percentages of grandsons fall into the various categories of exchange

in the two tables. However, for granddaughters, the figures are much

more divergent.

Emotional support was the type of help most frequently altered

between grandparents and grandchildren following divorce.

Granlchildren reported increases in provision of services for their

grandparents as the second most frequent change in support. On the

receiving end, increases in the receipt of money was second to receipt

of elotional suLrlort from grandparents.

STVITlRY AND DISCUSSION

In general, the analyses suggest that gender of the child did

!;olo influence on post-divorce patterns of suoport. Sons were

ior likely than -.1awihters to increase the supoort they received from

thir nlrents followinj divorce. Also, the increased supoort they

3on,q.111',, received was either emotional or financial su000rt, while

Il'Athtrn '!;Ithrel more emotional sunoort .anal services. Sons were

al;-) 13s likely than daughters to Aiscrininate between their moters

in! fat1-2rs in post-divorce exchan:!,7 nattern!;. The genier of the

14 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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parent also emerged as an important determinant of post-divorce

exchange patterns. Not only did mothers and fathers provide different

type:; of support for their children, they were not equally

discriminating in the support they gave to male and female children.

There was a strong tendency for fathers of sons to increase their

provision of support and fathers of daughters to decrease the support

they provided. For mothers, the gender of the child was not as

influonci31 in determining post-divorce patterns: the Patterns of

sup?ort for mothers of daughters and sons were generally quite

similar. Finally, mothers were more often the recipients of support

than fathers, from both sons and daughters.

Exchange relations were more likely to be altered with parents

than grandparents following divorce, yet a sizable proportion of both

granisons anl granddaughters did alter exchange relations with the

eler generation. Exchange relations with the maternal side of the

aopeared to be more sensitive to change following divorce.

This tenlency was particularly strong for granddaughters.

e recognize that observed changes in family support patterns may

occurrei because of the third generations' move into adulthood,

ratler tlan 5:?causo of the divorce. Without a control group of young

alults froi intact fami lies, we cannot untangle the effects due to age

111 t'lose to divorce. Yet, the exploratory niture of this study

u; issues to be alJressed in future research which will

incluj 1 control grouo. Purt",ernore, the lender differences and

vAri:itiol in -)Itterns between mothers in -I fathers, and maternal and

olt.-rn11 trin'oau?ntF; sulestr; th-it there lay t);? other factors at work

15
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hero, beyond age-related changes in exchange relationships.

The discussion of these results will focus briefly on three

- areas:

1. Gender differences in young adults' experience

with exchange following this family transition.

2. Intensification of matrilineal bonds.

3. Implications of post-divorce exchange patterns

for the future life-course of young adults.

Gender Differences

These data suggest that sons and daughters are affected

differently and respond differently to family change. The fact that

sons benefitted more than daughters from post-divorce support froi

their fathers and daughters reported more decreases than sons in

support frol their fathers was expected. An earlier report from this

sane Project (Cooney, et al., 1984) indicated that daughters

experienced a great deal more disruotion in relations with their

fathers following divorce than sons did. Therefore, daughters were

not ex?ecto1 to be recinients of increased support from their fathers.

Uso, this finlinj may relate to prior evidence that daughters report

for anier at thir fathers than sons do following livorce (Cooney et

19-34). Thr t.or% by Fin`, Morelani and Schwebel (1933), co:Inlring

7oanl liult3 frol intact aril early-livorce falilies on various

flctors also shels sole li-iht on this issue. They foun:1

that wlile sr)cio-econonic status was not related to the nature of

flt12r-chill relationss, it was related to the lovQ1

16
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of anger subjects reported towards their fathers following divorce.

Children from lower socioeconomic backgrounds reported higher levels

of anger at their fathers. These authors suggest that adult children

may be angry with thoir fathers because of perceived changes in

standarls of living following the divorce. This argument gathers

supoort from our findings. Not only were daughters more likely to be

angry with their fathers, they were also less likely than sons to

experience increased support from their fathers and more likely than

sons to experience decreased support following divorce.

The fact that sons were less likely to increase provision of

suw)ort than daughters following divorce may be explained by

differences between the genders in their socioemotional foci during

early adulthoo:i. Gilligan (1982) sIggests that men's decisions and

bf?liaviors in adulthood center on inlepenience and achievement, while

women's concerns center on maintaining connections with others. While

-/on focus on rights, women concentrate on responsibilities. It is

oossible that women's increased suo7ort for parents and their

intonsification of exchanges with granlparents following divorce are

illustrations of their concern for connections. Meanwhile, one young

nan's rol-1..?nt illustrated his emrl'aasis on his right to receive

su»ort. AlthouTh he was not sneaking to is father following the

livorc2 i 1i! not reject his father's financial help: I always

11! :1')-1-:)no else in the family relay the message that I needo,1 money.

ter.? whc?.ro I was just goin to say 'to hell with you nal

(fit'v,r) f ,ion't want your lain money' ...". Yet, he went on to say

`1,- mother that his da! owe it to him to nay

17 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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for his college education.

Similar to the explanation above, women's roles as kin-keepers

wore reflected by their relatively greater responsiveness than men to

parents and grandparents following the divorce. Their assistance did

not go unreciprocated in most cases, however, since they generally

experienced increased receipt of support, especially from female

falily members.

Intensification of Matrilineal nonds

For those interested in intergenerational relations the

strengthened link between young women and their maternal grandparents

following divorce is of interest. Previous work by Cherlin and

asciociates (Cherlin et al., 1994) also reports a greater likelihood of

increased assistance and more contact with maternal than paternal

' grandparents following divorce. Cherlin and his colleagues attribute

this difference in assistance to the fact that women generally have

custody of their children following divorce, and thus receive

.Issist)nce from their narents. This argument seems to suggest that if

in 111.1 custody, the children would also maintain strong ties with

atorall iraninarents and ohtain supnort from them.

,!alostal (lq34) does not consider cultoly to be the critical

fact-)r at Jork in the weakened ties to naternal kin. Rather, she

sul;-,;t t!-v, loss of naternal lineale contact an the maintenance

r -,at.rilin?Al ties reflect women's roles as family kin-keenors.

falily relations ail contact for t)oti sides of thc

:b ,n a c-mole livorces, accorlin] to Haiestai, the man -137
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lose his'kin-keeper. Without the guidance of his wife even his

:-,xelationship and contact with his parents might suffer.

Certainly our group of young adults was not subject to custody

decisions. Yet, we saw the intensification of matrilineal bonds for

young women. It appears that their kin-keeping abilities and those of

their mothers allowed them to hold onto their relationships with their

maternal grandparents. At the same time we were more likely to

observe decreased involvement with the paternal lineage for women.

Earlier results from this project report that daughters were more

likely than sons to improve relations with their mothers following

divorce (Cooney et al., 19R4). The results presented here suggest

that the intensification of mother-daughter bonds extends up the

generational ladder as well.- Of the 14 women with surviving maternal

grandparents, all but one experienced some type of increased

involvement (either in receiving and/or providing support) with their

liothers following divorce. For 11 of these 13 women (77%) there was

also intensification of bonds or increased provision or receipt of

7oa:»ort frol matrilineal granlparents following divorce. As Hagestad

(1985) states elsewhere, it appears that the quality of

1r1m1paront-9ranAchill hon 3s dopenls on the work of the middle

gn:2ration kin kee?er - the mother. Furthermore, this matrilineal

focu3 i3 illustrated by the fact that the young women in the sample

ill ru:iort;33 that most change with their maternal grandparents was in

their r2lationlhil with the granimother, even when the grandfather was

3till liviii.
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Implications For The Future Life Course

Certainly, the altered exchange patterns observed in this group

of young adults, particularly with regard to women's strengthened

bonds with their parents and grandparents, raise some questions about

their life course. Our results suggest that the strong bonds between

mothers and daughters may create future strain for daughters for two

reasons. First, mothers may require more assistance than fathers

following divorce. Therefore, a daughter's closeness to her mother

may leave her in a position of vulnerability when her mother needs

help. Second, it appears that mothers are much more likely than

fathers to be effective at seeking help, which increases daughters'

chances of being called upon to serve as providers for, their mothers.

The colment of one young woman (clas'ified an unreciorocated provider

of suonort to both parents) depicts her apprehension for parent-caring

in her future: "Sometimes I think about what she's (mother) going to

Jo Like later on because she does have arthritis....Suppose something

ouli happen like if she couldn't walk or something. I know that I

could never - I don't want my parents to live with me and that's just

thit! I'm not going to spend my life taking care of my parents and

:;oneti,3es I think that my mother would expect me to." This same woman

hli already exnressed her mother's disappointment that she had chosen

to ;o lly to collcie rather than stay at home and atten 1 a local

'Weri!l, it allears frol our results that so-le of these young

wrion ;11v.? llrelly e--1,,rriwl as falily kin - keepers in early adulthool.

wr- 7ire likoly than youn -Len to resnond to livorc,1 by
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increasing the levels of support they were providing for falily .

meAbers. What impact this will have on their future life-course is

lestionable. Whatever consequences it does create, however, will

surely have repercussions for the lives of other family members, due

to the interdependence of lives (Pruchno, Blow & Smyer, 1984). Thus,

the divorce in one generation may alter adult life careers and

exchange patterns in three generations.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
21

AA

2



3 te "7,7

20

References

Adams, 3. (1963). Kinship in an urban setting. Chicago: MarkhaM

Publishinl Co.

Blen%ner, M. (1965). Social work and family relationships in later

life with some thoughts on filial maturity. In E. Shanas and C

F. Streib (Eds.), Social structure and t:1,7 family: GeneraAonal

relations. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: PronticeHall.

RroJy, n. (198) . Parent care as a normative life stress. Presented

at the 37th Annual Meeting of The Gerontological Society of

America, San Antonio, TX, October, 1984.

Cherlin, A., Fuestanberg. P. F. Jr., Lee, S. H., & Miller, C. A.

(1933). Grandparents and divorce. Paper presented at the

Granlparenting Conference, Racine, Wisconsin, October 9-11,

1983.

Cooney, T. M., Klock, R. C., Smyer, M. A. & Hagestad, G. O. (1984).

V-Ir effects of parental divorce on young adults. Paper presented

at the Eastern Psychological Association Meetings, Baltimore,

larylan-1, Torii, 1984,

Fl -w, 1. A., 'Ioreland, J. R. & Schwebel, A. I. (1983) . Lorrj-tern

effoct:1 of divorce on parent-chili relacionships. 1evelo?mental

P.;ynhololy, 19(5), 733-713.

(1q12). In a different voice: Psychological theory and

ieveloo-nent. Narvarl University Press.

(7001 H-r, A. .1. (1959). The norn of reciprocity: A ?relininlry

22
BEST COPY AVAILABLL



21

statement. American Sociological: Review, 25, 161-178.

Hagestad, G. O. (1904). Twentieth century family patterns: A guide

for the twenty-first? Paper presented for the session on The

Future Life Course: Myths and Realities. Eastern Sociological

:society Meetings, Boston, MN., March, 1984.

HaAestai, C. O. (1985). Continuity and connectedness. In V. L.

Benjtson & J. Robertson (Eds.), Grandparenthood: Research and

policy_22Ifpectives. Beverly Bills, CA.: Sage Publications.

Hariestai, G. O. & Smyer, M. A. (1982). Dissolving long-term

relationships: Patterns of divorcing in middle age. In S. Duck

(Ed.), Personal. relationshins. 4: Dissolving Personal

relationshOs. New Y.rk: Academic Press.

Ilw3esta3, r. 0., Smyer, M. A. & Stierman, K. L. (1984). Parent-child

relations in adulthood: The imnact of divorce in middle age. In

P. Cohen, S. Weissman and R. Cohler (rls.), Parenthoor3:

Psychol?nAmic nersoectives. New York: Guilford Press.

Ali ii, R. (1971). !f lily develonnent in three generations.

Canbrilje, Mass.: Schenkman Publishing Co.

Tiit'.va, V,. (1965) . Extenled kin relations in an industrial democratic

3ociety. In E. Sans and G. F. Streib (Ns.), Social structure

in! thc, '"generational. relations. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:

74o- Iitl, P. (1973) . Wi-lowhool in an Anericnn city. Canhridge:

!'rticlni, R. !Ilow, F. C. & Siyor, M. A. (1.934). I.ife events anl

int,,r1.,.)on!--.?nt lives: Inplications for research an 1

Utinan Devolorynent, 27, 31-41.

23

BEST COPY AVAILABLE



22

3hanas, E. (1979). Social myth as hypothesis: The case of the
family relations of old people. Cerontologist, 19, 3-9.

Trea3, J. (1977) . Family support systems for the aged: Some social
aql demographic consider.Ations. The Cerontologist, 17(6) ,

486-491.

Troll, L. (1971) . The family of later life: A decade review.

Journal of klarriaulalLhIjaaily, 33(2) , 263-290.
Troll, L. (1982) . Intergenerational relations throwihout the life

glan. In B. n. Wolman (Ed.), Hanlbook of develoomental

nlychologY. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall.
Turner, P. H. (1970). Fanny interaction. New York: John Wiley &

sons.

24 BEST COPY AVAILABLE



TABLE ONE-A

POST-DIVORCE EXCHANGE WITH MOTHERS

Fraquenotes

Intensification Decreased Unreciprocated
Involvement Giving

Unreciprocated
Receiving

No
Change

Daughters

n=16

10 0 3 2 3.

Sons

n=16

10 1 3 2 0

TABLE ONE-B

POST-DIVORCE EXCHANGE WITH FATHERS

Frequencies

'Intensification Decreased
Involvement

Unreciprocated
Giving

Unreciprocated
Receiving

No
Change

Daughters

n=16

8 5 1 1 1

Sons 8 1 0 6 1.

n=16
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TABLE TTNO-A

POST-DIVORCE EXCHANGE WITH PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS

Frequencies

24-

Intensification Decreased Unreciprocated Unreciprocated No*
Involvement Giving Receiving Change

Granddaughters

n=14

Grandsons

n=10

29% 14% 0% 7%

40% 0% 0% 10%

50%

50%

TABLE TWO-B

POST-DIVORCE RXCHANGE WITH MATERNAL GRANDPARENTS

Frequencies*

Intensification Decreased Unreciprocated Unreciprocated No
Involvement Giving Receiving Change

Granddaughters

n=14

71% 0% 0% 7% 21%

Grandsons 27% 9% 9% 9% 45%

n=11

*Percentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.
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